Irrigation                              203
break over from one furrow into another, thus causing
serious trouble. After once well regulated, the water
should not require much attention, and is allowed to run
till the ground is soaked to a depth of four feet as ascer-
tained by digging or pushing down the shovel handle.
After being turned off, the water in the soil will usually
percolate a foot or two farther, thus wetting the required
five feet. In case the water will not soak down on
account of the presence of a hard layer such as plow-sole
or hardpan, this condition should be remedied at once.
This may be done either by blasting the soil in the case of
hardpan or by using a sub-soil plow as described above in
the case of ordinary plow-sole.